This Academy program recognizes scientific excellence among abstracts accepted for presentation at the AACC Annual Meeting. Following a rigorous selection process, 13 abstracts were chosen to receive the Academy's blue ribbon for Distinguished Abstracts in 2006.
• In July, AACC was reaccredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education as a provider of continuing medical education through July 2010.
• In July, AACC launched a newly redesigned Web site, AACC.org.
• The Task Force on Clinical Collaborations arranged for an exchange of symposium at each groups' annual meeting between AACC and the American Diabetes Association (ADA) and between AACC and the American Academy of Clinical Endocrinologists (AACE).
• AACC continued its leadership role in EBM, working successfully with AHRQ to develop two new systematic reviews involving HER-2 neu and mycophenolic acid and to finalize a third on BNP.
• The SYCL Seminar Series resulted in five new students entering ComACC programs.
Lab Tests Online
• Signed agreement to launch Lab Tests Online-Australia, and lab associations in Hungary and Poland agreed to develop versions of the site.
• Received Dx Award of Excellence for Patient Education. . This year the AACC reached its goal for our reserve fund. This initiative began a number of years ago and it is a pleasure to report our success as a result of continuing responsible fiscal management on the part of your AACC officers.
With the $500,000 donation from Gopal Savjani to the Van Slyke Foundation we were able to create the Past Presidents' Scholarship. Dr. Ross Molinaro was the first scholarship recipient and is studying at Emory University. Your Board of Directors elected to provide additional funding in support of our initiative to increase the number of trainees in postdoctoral programs so we can now support an additional trainee.
In 2006, we completed the merger of the National Academy of Clinical Biochemistry (NACB) into AACC. A memo of understanding and a framework for the future were completed between the AACC and NACB presidents. This makes the NACB the Academy of AACC and a place to honor our AACC members with distinguished careers.
In 2006, AACC staff relocated to new office space. This move was carefully planned and executed so that membership services were not disrupted. Staff also redesigned and refreshed our website and we have been pleased by the positive member comments. Members should benefit from these changes for years to come. AACC continued to perform strongly with our traditional programs: Meetings and conferences experienced extremely strong participation in 2006. We held a meeting focused on pharmacogenomics that was very successful. We continue to explore topics in emerging areas such as pharmacogenomics. The Annual Meeting & Clinical Laboratory Exposition was held in Chicago, attracting more than 19,000 participants for a new attendance record.
Our peer-reviewed scientific journal, Clinical Chemistry, under the able leadership of David Bruns achieved another new high ISI Journal Citation Index. Dr. Bruns announced his intention to retire as editor of Clinical Chemistry at the end of 2007. President-elect Gary Myers established a process to select a new editor and then empanelled a blue-ribbon committee to review and make a final recommendation for the new editor. The committee completed its selection process and forwarded a recommendation to the Board of Directors in late 2006.
Other publications, including Clinical Laboratory News, Strategies, and AACC eNews, continued to provide our members with authoritative analysis of top issues facing clinical laboratories. Lab Tests Online continued to maintain its position as the premier online source for information about laboratory testing in 2006. In one month we received over 1 million visitors. AACC Government Affairs continued to be active and we provided written comments throughout the year on topics in which our expertise is recognized.
I want to thank all of the volunteers who serve the organization on its committees, task forces, and board, as well as the extraordinary staff in Washington, D.C., and Charlottesville, Virginia, for making 2006 a banner year for AACC. The cooperation between staff and members is always exemplary, and all AACC staff are highly dedicated to our profession and the AACC. It has been an honor to serve the AACC membership as president.
(continued on page 6) A special Monday afternoon program and presentation, featuring former U.S. representative Newt Gingrich, instigated discussion about the state of the U.S. health care system. The program covered the full range of laboratory practice-from infectious disease testing to point-of-care testing management to many sessions on DNA, genetic, and molecular testing. An exciting mix of cutting-edge science, sessions to enhance management skills, and opportunities to network with peers from around the world made the program a must attend event.
Arnold O. Beckman Conference
The 27th Arnold O. Beckman Conference was held October 20-21 in Baltimore, Maryland, and was chaired by Gary Myers, PhD. The conference focused on emerging risk factors for cardiovascular disease by presenting the NACB draft guidelines for these markers. The conference attracted 170 attendees, all of whom were encouraged to provide feedback on the guidelines. Twenty-six stakeholder organizations agreed to provide feedback on the guidelines as well.
Oak Ridge Conference
The 38th Annual Oak Ridge Conference, "Pushing the Technology Envelope: The Next Generations of Diagnostic Testing," returned to San José, Calif., a popular venue for the conference. Sessions featured emerging technology in four key areas: detection of analytes, solid phase and surface enhancements, analyte discovery and development, and diagnostic platforms. More than 90 abstracts were submitted-a record high for the conference. Robert Lipshutz, PhD, a major player in the development of Affymetrix's DNA-chip, gave the keynote presentation on finding the next generation of genomic markers of disease. AACC is grateful for the continued support for the conference from the Wallace H. Coulter Foundation. Lean Miami and San Francisco-These programs covered a practical approach to Lean and was supported by Ortho-Clinical Diagnostics. Miami had a paid attendance of 80, while San Francisco had a paid attendance of 114. The evaluations were excellent: The Miami program receiving an overall rating of 3.6 and speaker average of 3.3, and San Francisco receiving an overall of 3.5 and a speaker average of 3.3. Martha Sunyog had an outstanding rating of 3.8 in both locations.
San Diego Conference

Metabolomic Markers in Diet and
Health-This joint division meeting presented in Chicago on July 22 was organized by the Nutrition, Molecular Pathology, Lipoproteins and Vascular Diseases, and TDM/Tox Divisions.
Organ Transplantation and the Clinical Laboratory-What's on the Horizon-The
Clinical and Diagnostic Immunology Division held another in its longstanding Issues in Immunodiagnostics Series on July 22 in Chicago.
Planning for Tomorrow's Technology Today-The conference was cosponsored by the ASCB and took place in Cairns, Australia. The program took a forward look at technology and was the second of a three-part series that the ASCB has planned. The program attracted 86 registrants and was supported by OrthoClinical Diagnostics and Roche Diagnostics.
Point of Care Coagulation Testing-The 4th Annual POC Coordinators Forum sponsored by the Critical and Point-of-Care Testing Division was held on July 27 in Chicago.
Preclinical Drug-Induced Hematological Abnormalities-The Animal Clinical Chemistry Division's spring meeting was held April 21 in King of Prussia, Pennsylvania.
Refining Point of Care Testing Strategies for Critical and Emergency Care-The
Critical and Point-of-Care Testing Division's 21st international symposium held in Quebec City, Canada, September 28-30 was cosponsored by the Canadian Society of Clinical Chemists (CSCC) and the Société Québécoise de Biologie Clinique (SQBC) and was held under the auspices of the IFCC.
The Truth About Quality Today-Dr. James Westgard was the keynote speaker at the Management Sciences Division's 11th annual leadership symposium held in Chicago on July 22.
Presentations at International Meetings
In support of AACC's global role, Divisions continued to take their science to international audiences throughout the world in 2006. They supported speakers at the following international meetings:
• Management Sciences Division speaker presented session at COLABIOCLI in Paraguay.
• Management Sciences Division speakers presented sessions at the Congress of Russian Society of Diagnostic Laboratory Specialists in Moscow.
Audioconferences
AACC audioconferences attracted over 1,633 sites. The average attendance per site was 10 people, which brings the total number of attendees to over 16,000. 
Autoverification in the Clinical
Expert Access Live Online
Expert Access Live Online is a real-time, Internet-based program that brings leading lab experts right to the workplace of AACC members. The Expert Access series is supported by a generous gift from Bayer HealthCare Diagnostics, which keeps the program free to interested medical professionals.
Participants can view course materials and submit questions prior to the scheduled onehour discussion or during the live portion of the event. In 2006, the Expert Access program highlighted a wide variety of topics including:
• Acute Kidney Injury The journal is available to readers not only in print, but also in a full-text online version. With Clinical Chemistry Online, members and subscribers can access this valuable resource before receiving their copy in the mail. With our new "Papers in Press" feature, all full articles and technical briefs are available online in author-proof form weeks before the final issue is released. Readers are just a few mouse clicks away from viewing, fully searching, reference linking, and printing the full text (including all figures and tables). This online version continues to be enhanced and improved. Readers may sign up to receive e-mail alerts to new articles of personal interest and send an electronic letter to the editor while viewing articles on the Web site.
Clinical Laboratory News
Members learned what leaders had to say about the top issues facing labs and laboratorians in Clinical Laboratory News. In the headlines for 2006 were NKDEP's creatinine standardization program, over-the-counter HIV tests, personalized medicine, the GAO's report on lab quality, and the IFCC's proposed glycohemoglobin standard. Invited authors provided members with overviews of significant lab topics including six sigma, testing athletes for illegal steroid use, and toxicology testing in the emergency department.
AACC Press Books
AACC Press published seven new titles in 2006:
• An A-Z Guide to Pharmacogenomics, Michael Catania 
AACC eNews
Members find local, division, and committee activities as well as news about upcoming meetings and AACC governance in AACC eNews, the association's biweekly e-newsletter. Announcements of award winners and elections keep members up to date with the latest from their association.
Other Publications
NACB Laboratory Medicine Practice Guidelines (LMPG)-Guidelines are available at no cost at http://www.aacc.org/AACC/members/nacb/LMPG. 
Draft Guidelines • Practice Guidelines and Recommendations for Use of Tumor Markers in the Clinic
• Guidelines and Recommendations for Laboratory Analysis and Application of Pharmacogenetics to Clinical Practice
• Emerging Biomarkers of Cardiovascular Disease and Stroke
Guidelines in Progress
Global Expansion Continues
Early in the year, laboratory associations from Hungary and Poland reached agreement with AACC's partner in Europe, the European Diagnostic Manufacturers Association (EDMA), to launch versions of Lab Tests Online in Hungarian and Polish. The two new sites will share technology provided by EDMA with the sites being developed in Spain, Germany, and Italy; the associations will be responsible for the translating and editing of the site's content.
Late in the summer, AACC agreed with AACB in Australia to begin development of Lab Tests Online-AU. Bruce Campbell of AACB is leading the editorial effort down under.
The Australian site brings the total number of Lab Tests Online sites that are live or in development to eight. All of the new sites are expected to be live by the end of 2007.
Media Presence Persists
Lab Tests Online was both the main subject of several articles in the media and a resource for additional information that was recommended by health writers who were covering particular health conditions. In all, the site was mentioned 43 times in the media, and was spotlighted in a June 14 Wall Street Journal article by health writer Laura Landro.
Lab Community Sustains Support
Partner associations continued their support through their representation on the Editorial Review Board, which meets biweekly to review and approve content for the site. Twenty new test and condition pages were added to the site in 2006, and the first phase of a review of all existing content was completed.
In addition, several partners, including ASCP, ASCLS, CAP, CSMLS, and CLMA, all ran an ad in their member publications promoting Lab Tests Online as "one more way that the lab community makes a difference." The ad, which featured logos from both the site's Partners and Sponsors, also ran in CLN.
Sponsorship dropped only slightly as the site experienced the effects from a first wave of acquisitions and reorganizations in the in- 
AACC Web site
AACC's newly redesigned Web site, AACC.org, was launched in 2006 in conjunction with AACC's branding initiative. The new look and cleaner design reflects a major commitment of resources. The redesigned site provides enhanced member communications and seamless navigation through this and other AACC sites. One login gets you where you want to go, including members-only pages and clinchem.org. New features include:
• More members-only content.
• Secure areas for various groups to share information and collaborate on projects.
• Virtual archiving for Association leadership, including the Board of Directors, House of Delegates, MMG, Divisions, Local Sections, and NACB.
• Greater visibility of section and division activities.
• A greater sense of community with more member photos and biographical material.
• Expanded historical content.
• Integration of NACB into the AACC site.
• More intuitive browsing, making it easier to find the content you need.
• CCJ articles are now included in site searches.
• A resource library with the latest topics in clinical chemistry such as e-GFR, genetic and laboratory-developed tests, molecular pathology, and proteomics to name a few.
• An improved infrastructure to optimize functionality.
• Links to related sites help members quickly find the resources they need.
• Rotating home page content to ensure the latest events and articles are visible.
• Conference attendees can now find conference proceedings online.
Ten user feedback sessions were convened during AACC's Annual Meeting on July 24, 2006, in Chicago to test the site's effectiveness. The site was very well received, particularly in the areas of content and ease of navigation. Participants agreed that AACC.org provides a wealth of high-quality content and that the site does a much better job of showcasing the extensive range of content available.
In 2007, AACC will continue to build on the site's foundation to further strengthen and improve member communications. Topics will be added to the resource library and documents will continue to be placed in our virtual archives. CLN will also be available in html format in the first quarter of 2007. Items under development for 2007 are enhanced voting applications for Local Sections and Divisions, updated meeting registration services, and an improved search engine.
Young's Effects Online
The Effects book series, authored by Donald Young, Richard Freidman, and Sheshadri Narayanan, announced the addition of Nils Tryding as a contributing author. As part of Dr. Tryding joining the editorial team, we began merging the content of his book, Drug Effect in Clinical Chemistry, into the "Effects Online" database. This will substantially increase the number of entries from European publications. The entire database can be accessed through a twelve-month individual or institutional subscription. The top ten non-U.S. countries where AACC members reside being (from most members to fewest) Canada (13.60%), Germany (7.72%), United Kingdom (7.32%), Japan (5.48%), The Netherlands (4.61%), Italy (3.74%), Australia (3.58%), Belgium (3.48%), Spain (3.21%), and Turkey (2.94%). 
New in 2007
Fun Events-contribute to the Foundation and enjoy yourself with two creative fund raising events at the 2007 Annual Meeting. On Sunday, July 15, join in the VSF Fun Run, where you can run, walk-or even sleep-in-and support the Foundation at the same time! On Wednesday, July 18, 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm, attend the Foundation's Cheese and Wine Reception at the San Diego Wine and Culinary Center with magical entertainment by Dr. Christopher Frings, master magician, and bid on great prizes in a Silent Auction! Watch for your Annual Meeting registration brochure for more details and to register for both these events.
Awards Increased! In 2007 the Foundation doubled the number of Past-Presidents' Scholarships thanks to additional funding from the Association itself and more than doubled the number of SYCL travel grants. Beckman Coulter assured funding for another five years of Student Travel awards, too! And through a generous gift from Genzyme, the awards for students' posters and oral presentations and the Intel science fair will be increased. Their support-and yours-is truly an investment in the future of clinical laboratory medicine. Thank you!
